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IN DEFENSE OF DISCOVERY SYSTEMS 

 First-year students like using discovery systems.1 

 

 Discovery systems aid in learning2 

 

 Teaching discovery systems also teaches strategic, 

flexible thinking.3 
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THE FRAMEWORK 

Searching as Strategic Exploration 

Searching for information is often 
nonlinear and iterative, requiring the 
evaluation of a range of information 
sources and the mental flexibility to 
pursue alternate avenues as new 
understanding develops. 

 

What does this mean? 
 Understanding the scope of a task 

 Thinking flexibly and responding to 
situations 

 Employing multiple approaches to 
finding information 

 Problem-solving, or, bouncing 
back when searches fail 

 

 



DISCOVERY SYSTEMS & THE FRAMEWORK 

 

Less time teaching different interfaces 

+ 

Less focus on “click here” and “click there” 

= 

More opportunities to focus on higher-level 

information literacy concerns 

 

 



LEARNING STRATEGY THROUGH CONCEPT 

MAPPING 
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Questions, Comments: 

holly.luetkenhaus@wsu.edu 
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